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On September 26, 2009, Typhoon Ket-
sana caused widespread damage in the 
Philippines, killing at least 240 people 
and affecting more than 1.8 million. In 
the region of Cainta Rizal, east of Ma-
nila, CCA’s long-term partner, the Na-
tional Federation of Co-operatives of 
Persons with Disability (NFCPWD), 
sustained serious damage to buildings 
and equipment, and many of the mem-
bers had their homes destroyed or dam-
aged.     

Two of twelve member co-operatives 
were identified as being catastrophically 
damaged.  The original number of af-
fected members was 110. Since then 
there has been another typhoon that hit 
the North of the country, impacting an-
other 36 members across 3 co-ops. So 
the total is now 146. 

CDF will be providing relief funds 
will be used by CCA to provide food, 
clothing, utensils, mattresses, medi-
cine, and to help find lodging. Funds 
will also be used to assist with the 
rehabilitation of the damaged worker 
co-operatives; providing replacement 
equipment and materials so that work-
ers can earn much needed income as 
soon as possible. CDF was able to 
respond quickly to this emergency 
situation in large part due to a grant 
from the Manitoba Council for Inter-
national Co-operation’s (MCIC) Re-
lief and Rehabilitation Fund.  In addi-
tion, Canadian co-operators contrib-
uted over $ 5,000, money that helped 
us to leverage the grant money re-
ceived from MCIC.  
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75% of the world’s poor live in 
rural areas and most make their 
living from the land. Thanks to 
CDF donor generosity the Canadian 
Co-operative Association (CCA) is 
supporting co-ops and credit unions 
to link local producers to larger mar-
kets and support farm-based micro-
enterprise.   

Agriculture programs often involve 
credit that allows farmers to introduce 
new crops or improve efficiency.  As 
well, agriculture co-operatives often 
need to help link products from the 
developing world to larger markets.  
CCA has developed programs that in-
tegrate the need for credit with assis-
tance to produce and market food. All 
of this improves food security for the 
poor, ensuring that good quality food 
is available at a fair price, and helping 
farmers to feed their own families.   
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In just one year, the number of women processing soybeans in the 
Kpandai area has shot up from 17 to 55.  

Mbowura is a small com-
munity just outside of 
Kpandai in Ghana’s East-
ern Corridor in the North-
ern Region. When ethnic 
conflicts were brought to 
a head in 1994, Mbowura 
found itself in the middle 
of the violence. Govern-
ment peacekeeping ef-
forts, with the support of a 
number of NGOs, suc-
cessfully enabled an un-
easy “peace”. However, 
there has never been reso-
lution, and a high degree 
of mistrust remains between ethnic 
groups. 

In 2001, the Social Enterprise Develop-
ment Foundation (SEND), CCA’s local 
partner, assisted the Mbowura community 
to form a soybean co-op. The members 
consisted of Farm Families (a husband and 
wife together). Open membership meant 
that farm families came from several ethnic 
groups and although many of them had 
known each other their whole lives, most 
had never associated before. Five different 
ethnic groups are represented in the 
Mbowura Co-op. 

  The co-operative is based around the 
production, consumption, selling, and 
processing of soybeans. SEND has facili-
tated training in agricultural practices, 
nutrition, marketing, bargaining and ne-
gotiation, and processing. Mbowura has 
been extremely successful in producing 
and marketing soybeans.  

Member income has increased.  Mem-
ber’s children are now attending school, 
and people are starting personal savings 
at the Kpandai Community Credit Union.
          ... continued on page 2 
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Gay Lea Foods, among the top 100 places to 
work in Canada and Ontario's largest dairy co-
operative, is making co-op identity a moving ex-
perience.  

Gay Lea is one of the biggest supporters of CDF; 
its staff and Board have raised hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in support of CCA’s international 
development programs. 

Now Gay Lea has made their involvement in in-
ternational development part of the co-op's brand, 
using the slogan "The world is our community; 
Ontario is our home."  .        ..  continued on page 2 

An example is a project in Northern 
Ghana where CCA worked with 
small scale famers to introduce soy-
bean production. The result was 
improved nutrition for farm fami-
lies, and for other people in the pro-
ject area.  

Members of the Mbowra Co-op, Photo  by: Chantille Viaud,                                                              
CCA Intern 

Gay Lea Tanker, Photo by Gay Lea 
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continued from page 1 

As part of their cam-
paign to increase food 
security and promote 
nutrition, SEND trav-
elled to each commu-
nity to demonstrate to 
the farm families how 
to include soybeans 
into meals. The in-
creased intake of a 
protein rich food 
source has impacted 
the health of the co-
op families, and oth-
ers in the community who also have 
begun adding soybeans to their diets.  

The women of Mbowura are starting 
new businesses in soybean process-
ing: producing soy milk, cheese, and ice cream. In just one year, 
the number of women processing soybeans in the Kpandai area 
has shot up from 17 to 55.  

The Mbowura Group represents the significant impacts that a co-
operative can have on not only its members, but on the commu-
nity at large.  They are a leading example of how donors’ support 
helps people to help themselves out of poverty.  

Congratulations are in order for Julie Breuer, CDF Manager, who is 
expecting her second child in early 2010.  Laurie Tennian, CCA’s 
Ontario Member Engagement, and Women’s Mentoring Program 
Co-ordinator, will replace Julie during her leave.   
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Wayne McLeod, President and CEO of Westoba 
Credit Union in Manitoba, has been re-elected 
President of CDF.  

Mr. McLeod and Heather McLachlin, Vice-
President, Business Development and Partnerships 
for The CUMIS Group Limited, were both re-
elected to the CDF Board at the foundation's An-
nual General Meeting earlier this month.  They 
were the only two CDF directors whose positions 
were up for re-election this year.   

CDF also said goodbye to Norma Tomiczek of Co-
op Atlantic, who had been a representative of the 
Canadian Co-operative Association (CCA) on the 
CDF Board.  Sandy Wallace of Credit Union Cen-
tral of Manitoba was appointed to take her place. 

"CDF would like to thank Norma Tomiczek for her 
many years of service as a Director on the CDF 
Board. Norma's tireless efforts to promote CDF 
have greatly benefitted the organization," Mr. 
McLeod said. "CDF would like to welcome Sandy 
Wallace and looks forward to his contribution to 
our Board in the future."  
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CDF’s first online auction raised $ 5,494.00, which will go directly to 
CCA’s international programming.  Supporters of CDF’s global co-op 
development bid on 40 items ranging from a stone carving from a Ca-
nadian artist, to a set of bowls from Uganda.  CDF will be holding an-
other online auction, slated for the end of November, just in time for the 
holidays.  For more information visit www.cdfcanada.coop  

A special thanks to Concentra Financial, a valued supporter of the na-
tional co-operative system, for their generous sponsorship of the suc-
cess of this event.   
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The first re-branded Gay Lea truck hit the road during 
the week of September 14, 2009.  By the end of this 
November there will be nine trucks, some tankers, on 
the road.   

“For Gay Lea Foods it is about the doing what is right, 
not about what is timely,” Michael Barrett, Chief Op-
erating Officer of Gay Lea Foods, explains.  “Our 
common co-operative values are rooted in a steep tra-
dition of serving our community; now more than ever, 
the co-operative model is the choice in a world divided 
by economic and social turmoil.  Gay Lea is proud to 
be a co-operative and as all co-operatives we need to 
‘ tell our story’ to the broader community,” Mr.  Barrett 
says.  “CDF is an important part of our identity; both 
the personal and co-operative values system motivates 
us to reach out to communities abroad and Gay Lea 
wants a broader, non-co-operative world to know that 
the co-operative sector has a model that is sustain-
able.  For Gay Lea, it is about being genuine, not being 
generous.”   
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Gay Lea Tanker, Photo by Gay Lea 
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